Community Woodland update, 2019–2020

Woodland information board
The Community Woodland has continued to develop over the past year with the aid of
our National Lottery Community Fund grant. An attractive addition was an information
board very kindly designed for us by Kate and Simon Mears, featuring Kate’s beautiful
illustrations of some of the most characteristic trees, plants, birds and insects to be
found at the woodland.
The re-lined pond has proved to be an exciting feature of the site, adding a range of new
plants and aquatic life. Despite a dry summer in 2019, the pond retained sufficient
water to host a variety of dragonflies and damselflies, with several species laying eggs
in the water, including Broad-bodied Chaser, Emperor Dragonfly and Brown Hawker.

The pond in September 2019
To improve the diversity of the flowering plants at the woodland, we planted a new ‘bee
bank’ using plug plants especially suited to bees, butterflies and other pollinators. The
heatwave in July proved a challenge for the bank, but the plants are now establishing
themselves. We also extended the ‘butterfly bank’, using soil from path work on the
sports field, and have sown this with wild flowers. We look forward to this area
attracting more pollinators to the woodland this summer.

The new ‘bee bank’ in October 2019
We began moth trapping in September, thanks to the expertise of new resident Stephen
Locke on whose advice we bought a Skinner moth trap. We are now building a list of
visiting moths and are sending our records to the county recorder. The bird feeders,
which we now keep topped up all year round, continued to prove popular with Blue,
Great, Coal and Long-tailed Tits, Reed Buntings and Greenfinches, among others, and
guarantee that there are always birds to be seen at the woodland.

Moth trap in use at the woodland in July 2019
Community activities over the past year included our stall at the May Fair, a display at
the Church Flower Festival in June and two events involving North Curry Primary School.
The first was a talk that we sponsored by Chris Sperring of the Hawk and Owl Trust,
which was enthusiastically received by the children, and the second was a visit to the
woodland by some 60 children. Two hours were spent walking around the site in three
groups, focusing on birds, insects, bees and butterflies, and trees, shrubs and the
management of the site for wildlife. Back at the school, the website was projected onto
a large screen and the children could see photos of the birds that visit the woodland
which gave rise to many more questions.

Male Reed Bunting on seed feeder at the woodland
We also supported two community events led by Tim Hill: Apple Day in October and
Wassail in January. More than a hundred residents enjoyed a range of apple-themed
activities on Apple Day, including apple tasting, face painting, leaf printing on T-shirts,
apple pressing and live music, while Phil Stone led tours of the woodland and orchard
and described the range of habitats we are creating for wildlife. The Wassail in January
repeated the successful formula of the previous year with a lantern procession from the
school followed by music, food and festivities at the pavilion and orchard.

The Community Woodland in October
Our website (northcurrywildlife.com) continues to expand its species information, with
particular thanks to Tony Hoskin for his many excellent photos, and we now have 150
followers on Twitter (twitter.com/ncurrywildlife). We are very grateful to all the
contributors to the website.
We would also like to thank all the volunteers who help us with events and practical
tasks, including keeping the bird feeders topped up, and the individuals and groups who
help fund our activities, including the Coffee Shop and the National Lottery Community
Fund.

